Transforming growth factor f3 (TGFI3) has been impli-
Moreover, chronic carbon tetrachloride treatment resulted in a significant reduction in the body weight of the experimental animals compared with the control (data not shown). To compare the effects of the different CC14-treatments (acute vs. chronic) on the expression of TGF/3 and /3-actin genes in rat liver we isolated the poly(A)
RNA from parenchymal and nonparenchymal cells from normal and chronically treated livers at 1, 2, 3, and 7 wk. Chronic treatment significantly altered the expression of TGF3 gene in nonparenchymal cell populations as compared with the controls at 2 and 3 wk after the CCL, treatment started (Fig. 3 , lanes e and g); TGF/3 mRNA was undetectable in hepatocytes from chronically treated livers at all times examined (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 ). Contrary to a recently published report (16) Fig. 3 were scanned and the bands were quantitated by densitometry.
A shows fl-actin mRNA expression in NPC (0) and H (U). B shows TGF/3 mRNA expression in NPC (0) 
